ARE YOUR TREES
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Know what good health looks
like in all the tree species you
grow. Early detection of pests
and diseases can help prevent
problems from spreading.

Check the trunk. Make sure
the bark is healthy and there
is no peeling, cracking or
flaking, swollen or sunken
areas, beetle exit holes or
frass (waste), discolouration
or bleeding sap. Look for rot
and fungi and anything

that doesn’t look right.

Regularly check all the
trees in and surrounding
your nursery for anything
that looks unusual.
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Check the roots. If a plant
looks unhealthy, the problem
could be underground.
Healthy root systems are
firm with many fibrous
roots. Look for fungi,
damage by invertebrates, rot,
discolouration and lesions.

HEALTHY?

easy steps to check your trees’ health

Check new and old leaves.
Look for insect damage,
such as holes, eggs and bite
marks, browning or other
discolouration, scorched,
dry or wilting leaves, leaf
curl, spots, galls, powdery
deposits such as mildews.

Take action. If a tree doesn’t
look right in the nursery,
speak to the manager. If you
think you’ve found a pest or
disease in your local area,
report it via TreeAlert: scan
the QR code below.

A plant can look
unhealthy because
of environmental
factors e.g. it could
be too wet or too dry.
Spotting the signs
early can help you
fix the problem.

Formore information, visit www.observatree.org.uk or
www.forestresearch.gov.uk (search for ‘pests and diseases’)
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