
HOW TO LAY OUT 
YOUR TREE NURSERY

Single pitch timber building provides secure 
storage and covered workspace. Rainwater 
is harvested from roof and caught in large 
containers plumbed in series behind the 
building, which provide water for irrigation. 

Small polytunnel for 
storage of dry materials

Office / tea hut

Polytunnel
Compost heap and 
space for deliveries

Hand wash and cleaning 
station with mains water

Stratification 
troughs for 
breaking seed 
dormancy

Perimeter is 
fenced to prevent 
damage by deer 
and rabbits

Gated entrance

Access road

Water 
baths for 
wet-loving 
species

Raised tables to place 
root trainers on.  Wire 
mesh caging protects 
trees from squirrels.  
Netting provides shade.This is an aerial showing the layout of 

a Moor Trees Community Tree Nursery 
in Devon, which grows approximately 
30,000 trees: 15,000 are under one-
year-old, and 15,000 are aged one 
to two or two to three years old.

Solar panel array 
for lighting and 
power, including 
irrigation
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Bare-root beds 
with shade netting

Plant quarantine area

 THE TREE GROWER’S GUIDE


