
 THE TREE GROWER’S GUIDE

HOW TO PLANT A 
NATIVE BROADLEAVED 
WOODLAND

In damp areas, plant 
trees such as alder, aspen, 
black poplar and willow.

In wetter areas, consider 
creating pools for aquatic 
plants and insects.

Trees planted on slopes and near 
watercourses reduce erosion and 
help reduce flooding. Tree roots 
hold riverbanks together.

Protect newly planted 
trees from livestock 
with secure boundaries.

On lower slopes, plant 
trees such as hazel, 
oak, small-leaved lime, 
spindle, wild cherry 
and wych elm.

Plant a wide range of trees. 
Leave open spaces for 
wildflowers, grasses and 
sedges. If possible, allow 
natural regeneration.

Grazing animals can push 
over tree shelters. Remove 
stock until trees have 
established in 5–10 years.

Double stock- and rabbit-
proof fencing stops browsing 
animals eating new hedges and 
avoids need for tree shelters.

Think how big the tree 
will grow. Don’t plant 
within 5m of overhead 
cables, underground 
services, or buildings. 

Check trees are thriving in 
summer and replace any dead 
ones the following winter.  

Plant new trees outside 
the canopy and shade 
of mature trees.

On upper, drier slopes, 
plant trees such as 
birch, blackthorn, field 
maple, holly, hawthorn, 
hornbeam and rowan.

Encourage mature 
trees in hedgerows 
every 10-20m to 
provide homes for bats, 
birds and insects.

Mature in-field and boundary 
trees are vital. Plant new trees 
now to replace these old trees.


